
Knowing the Scriptures-Bible Literacy
“… you know that from childhood you have known 
the sacred Scriptures, which are able to give you 
wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” 
   (2 Timothy 3:15)

When I was in seminary, we were shown a curiously titled 
video in a missions class: EE-TAOW! Produced by New 
Tribes Missions (now Ethnos360), the video chronicles 
the work of missionaries taking the Gospel to the Mouk 
people in Papua New Guinnea. New Tribes developed a 
strategy of presenting THE Gospel by not starting in the 
Gospels but in Genesis with the beginning of all things. 
Th en they tell the story  that moves through the Hebrew 
Scriptures and leads to Jesus. In this way, people hear 
the whole story of the Scriptures which gives the context 
necessary for understanding the Gospel. If you have not 
seen that video, you can fi nd it on YouTube and I would 
highly recommend watching it. It is a litt le dated, but 
very powerful to see how the Mouk people responded. 

Seeing that video was a major mile marker in my 
own growth and understanding. Although I had grown 
up “in Church” hearing the Bible taught, I did not have 
a full picture, a coherent and cohesive narrative that gave 
context and meaning to all the “bits and pieces.” It was 
not until I went to Bible college that things started to get 
clear. To this day, with everything I teach, I try to make 
sure my students know the Larger Story and how things 
fi t into this grand narrative given to us in the Scriptures.

Recently, I had the great joy to meet with two people 
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Greetings to you all in the Powerful name of Jesus! I hope and pray that each 
and every one of you are growing in the deep, personal knowledge of Jesus, rejoicing in the 
peace that we have IN HIM! 

I have heard about for a while, but have not known 
personally, and who share the passion to teach the 
narrative of the Scriptures: Stan and Iva May.

Stan is the senior pastor of Immanuel Baptist church in 
Olive Branch and Iva has been the main developer of 
the Chronological Bible Teaching curriculum that is 
making a signifi cant impact. 

Stan and Iva were so gracious to sit down with me 
and talk about their ministry and other issues facing us 
all in our current times. We recorded our conversation 
so that I could feature it as the “kick-off ” of a new series 
we will be adding to our Podcast in which we will feature  
interviews and conversations with men and women in 
our area who are pushing deeper into key areas of study 
and discipleship that we introduce or highlight in our 
teaching. 

One of the core, foundational issues that we emphasize 
in our MilktoMeat studies and in all our studies in general 



is the necessity of knowing the Scriptures—Father-
God’s Word for us given to us in Christ through the Holy 
Spirit. Stan and Iva’s ministry focuses on and passionately 
promotes this centrally important aspect of discipleship 
and that is why I wanted to get more insight into the 
what? why? and how? of their work.  

The essence of Chronological Bible Teaching is 
presenting The Story of the Scriptures as a whole from 
Genesis to Revelation. As we too have often discovered, 
many people only have bits and pieces of the Bible, but 
don’t know how it all fits together. Stan summed up the 
strategy of CBT well:

“Chronological bible teaching allows us to assemble 
a coherent narrative that points to Jesus, that explains 
who He is, why He must come, and what He came for. 
That narrative then, builds… a coherent worldview…
that says, ‘Jesus is Lord’…”

Iva also emphasized the fact that knowing the 
Scriptures fully and deeply guides all other aspects of 
growth and ministry:

“Bible literacy drives apologetics, it drives missions, 
discipleship, evangelism, …it gives you purpose, it 
defines you, it gives you identity, …I believe that is 
what Paul is talking about, ‘being throughly equipped 
for every good work’…Bible literacy is going to drive 
your effectiveness as a believer in today’s world.” 

You can hear the full conversation with Stan and Iva 
on our Podcast. You can also find our more about CBT 
at www.chronologicalbibleteaching.com.

Updates: Classes, Website, TSF Podcast 
We just started our new year of classes in which I will 
be finishing up our study of Revelation that we began 
last year. We were delighted and somewhat surprised to 
have many new students join in this year! Many of our 
current students have invited others to the study and I 
was particularly overjoyed to see so many willing to jump 
in the middle of things. 

You can plug in to our current Revelation study on 
our website as well as find a great archive of our previous 
courses and studies. As I already mentioned, we are also 

focusing on expanding our Podcast—Follow Jesus for 
Life —to include interviews and other conversation 
oriented media. We just posted the first episode with 
Stan and Iva May and is available for you to listen to now.

You can find links to our Revelation course and our 
Podcast on our home page: www.tsfmemphis.org. You 
can also subscribe to our podcast on your phone, tablet 
or computer using your podcast app, iTunes, or Spotify. 
Just search for “follow Jesus for life stacy tyson” and you 
should be able to find us. The links to all of those are also 
on our main podcast page. 

Please Pray for Us as We Pray for You
We continue to trust Father-God and rely on His provision 
through all of you who pray for us and support us. Over the 
past year, I have been humbled and amazed at all of you 
who have supported us with your gracious donations. As 
you know, we have had some “lean years” and there was 
some question as to whether we would be able to keep 
TSF alive. We continue to trust in the Lord’s provision 
day by day. He has answered so many of our prayers 
through you and so we trust that He will continue to 
provide for our needs as we continue to serve the needs 
of His kingdom. 

Would you please join us in giving thanks and praying 
for the following:

• GIVE THANKS for a great start to a new year of 
study, with many new students

• GIVE THANKS that our Heavenly Father knows 
our needs, hears our prayers, and blesses us out of 
His abundance

• For wisdom to be pleasing to the Lord in all things 
• For the financial resources we need this year to 

keep the ministry moving forward
• For new opportunities for ministry—new 

students, new areas of outreach
We constantly give thanks for you all—our students 

and supporters—who have been and continue to be 
such a vital part of TSF. 

Grace and peace to you in Jesus’ name.


