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Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  (Psalm 90:1)

To Everything, (Turn, Turn, Turn…)
Th is year we have been studying the Wisdom Books 
of the Hebrew Scriptures—Job, Ecclesiastes, and 
Proverbs. To be honest, I have avoided these books for 
years. Th ey are some of the more diffi  cult books in 
the Bible for many reasons. Over the past 9 months 
I have learned so much from these powerful books, 
Ecclesiastes in particular. 

Our experience of the passing of time is one of main 
threads that runs through Ecclesiastes. This thread 
begins with the Hebrew term hevel. Hevel simply means 
“breath” or “wind.” It shows up in the fi rst verses of the 
book: “Hevel! Hevel! says the Preacher, Hevel of Hevels, 
All is Hevel!” Th e most familiar translation of this term 
is “vanity”— “Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher...” 
Some use the term “futile/futility,” and some disastrous-
ly translate the term as “meaningless.” Th is misses the 
Preacher’s point entirely.

Th is year marks Joyce’s 25th anniversary with TSF! Joyce 
has kept things together and running smoothly in the offi  ce and in 
our classes since 1997. She has faithfully and graciously served as 
our secretary, class coordinator, proof-reader (she can spot that one 
lett er that is 9pt instead of 10pt!), database manager, and general “get 
done what needs to get done” partner over all these years. 

Both she and Phil have been such a signifi cant part of TSF fr om 
the very beginning. As some of you know, Phil and Joyce served togeth-
er with Tom and Jeannie as core leaders in Community Bible Study 
before TSF was founded in 1993. When Jeannie needed a secretary, 
Joyce was thrilled to be able to take on that role. Phil has taught Milk-
toMeat for many years in their church and also helped me fi ll in for 

Th roughout this book, Th e Preacher (Solomon) 
ponders our fl eeting time on Earth (“under the sun”). 
In chapter 1, he laments the fact that we don’t live long 
enough to get the perspective on life that we desire and 
need—there are trees that live longer than us!!! He then 
tells us about his “practical experiments” of exploring 
and observing the particulars of life to figure out the 
meaning of life. 

Th e foundation of this powerful book rests in the 
Preacher’s core observation: if all we have is our obser-
vations of the world, we might come to the conclusion that 
everything truly is absurd and meaningless.

But that is not the fi nal conclusion of the Preacher. 
In the last two verses he tells us:

“Having heard everything, I conclude this 
is the fi nal word: Fear God and keep His 
commandments, because this is the whole 
of humanity. For God will judge every deed, 
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Tom when he and Jeannie were away for treatments at 
MD Anderson in the early 2000s. 

At the end of last year Joyce let me know that she 
was thinking of retiring in August of this year. This year 
is TSF’s 29th anniversary and Joyce has been a vital part 
of this ministry for most of its life. Her retirement marks 
a major milestone for our history.

In August, my wife Jill will be taking over Joyce’s 
responsibilities. This transition comes at a providential 
time as she finishes home-schooling our youngest 

daughter Sara this year. Jill will be free to take over for 
Joyce and also develop some new areas of ministry, 
particularly for our younger generations. We will let you 
know more about Jill and some of the new projects she will 
be working on in the days ahead. 

In the meantime, congratulate Joyce and give 
her your thanks when you see her. We will plan to 
celebrate her many years of faithful service with a 
get-together in August. Keep an eye out for details 
about those plans. 

including every secret thing, whether good or evil.  
(Ecclesiastes 12:13–14)

Through faith and trust, we apprehend truths that 
are not available through mere observation of the world. 
These truths come to us through Father God’s revela-
tion—His instruction, His teaching, His commands. He 
has spoken to us and we can truly know, “what is good 
for the children of man to do under heaven during the few 
days of their life” (Ecclesiastes 2:3). 

Throughout Ecclesiastes, we hear the refrain:

“There is nothing better for a person than that he 
should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his 
toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 
for apart from Him who can eat or who can have 
enjoyment?” (Ecclesiastes 2:24–25)

Wisdom teaches us that Father God has given us 
life and time on earth to be treasured and enjoyed. As we 

toil in this fallen world, there are many good things to 
be enjoyed!!!

BUT, life passes SO QUICKLY. Life is a breath. 
Life is a vapor. Or as James puts it, “For you are a mist 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes” (James 
4:14). In the end, The Preacher exhorts us to enjoy life 
and the blessings we have been given while we can and 
while we are able. 

As one season of life turns to another, we keep in 
mind that Father God has made “everything beautifully 
fitting in its own time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). We are all 
moving into new phases of life with new opportunities 
and challenges. We are all—each and every one of us—
moving through a vaporous life that is hard to get our 
arms around. We can’t catch moments and hold them. 
But we can enjoy them as they come. We can treasure 
the people that the Lord gives us while we have them. 
Life is not meaningless. But it is a mist, a breath, that 
passes before we know what happened.  

And so we pray with Moses “Lord…teach us to 
number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom”  
(Psalm 90:12). 

Thank You All!
As always, thank you for your prayers, encouragement, 
attendance in classes and financial support. Please 
pray for us as we pray for you, asking Father God to 
bless us all through the abundant and inexhaustible 
riches of Christ. 
Grace and Peace to you all in Jesus’ powerful Name!  

Have you been to the TSF website lately?
www.tsfmemphis.org is the best place to keep in 
touch with us and find all of our available resources. We 
just released a blog post about the family Passover 
Seder that we use each year to focus on Christ at 
Easter. You can find that under the heading FOLLOW. 

Our course on the Wisdom Books is now available 
and we will be completing it in May.

Over the summer, we will be adding several courses 
and resources that have not be available for while. 
Please check in with us there and keep in touch!


