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SAVE The DATE!  Special Dinner
We will be hosting a special dinner on August 18th to 
celebrate Joyce’s retirement and service to TSF and also 
to say “thanks” to all our students and supporters. We 
have not hosted a dinner in a while and look forward to 
this special time of fellowship. 

What?  TSF Special Dinner
When?  August 18, 2022  
  6:30—8:00PM
Where? Harvest Church

We will be sending out invitations soon so keep an eye 
out for that. We are taking reservations now, so if you 
know you are coming please go ahead and give us a call: 
901-685-3385. We hope to see you at the dinner. 

GREETINGS to you all in Jesus’ Wonderful Name! 
Over the past couple of years, we have seen the fabric 
of our culture torn and twisted. For many, our times 
are creating anxiety, doubt and worry. To be honest, I 
too have felt more anxious and concerned than I have 
in quite a while. But then, I remember that all things are 
in our Master’s hands and He is moving and guiding all 
things along. Times may be hard but our Savior is good 
and gracious! 

Years ago, I started a practice that I have worked into 
my daily habits that has guided and comforted me greatly. 
The practice is based around the prayer that Jesus teach-
es us in Matthew 6:9-13. This prayer has traditionally 
been called “The Lord’s Prayer” but it might better be 
called the “Disciple’s Prayer” since it models the intima-
cy and simplicity that Father God desires with us. 

In Matthew 6:5-13 Jesus teaches His disciples some 
principles for prayer. Here, our Master warns us that 

TSF Office Moving Home
With Joyce retiring and the recent economic downturns, 
we have decided to close the TSF office on Estate. Since 
my wife Jill will be taking over Joyce’s responsibilities, we 
have decided that the current office would be more of a 
luxury than a necessity. With all the changes in the last 
couple of years, we have decided that it seems wise to cut 
those expenses from the budget. We can continue to do 
everything we do but from a home office.  

Our PO Box and phone number will remain the 
same. We will also have materials available and will 
still be able to get them to everyone who needs them. 
We will be closing the office at the end of July. As always, 
you can get in touch with me or Jill through email:  
stacy@tsfmemphis.org or jill@tsfmemphis.org.

Continued...

there are some dangers to avoid and that we should pray 
secretly and simply. Our Heavenly Father is present in 
the “secret” places to hear and He is present in Heaven 
where He knows our needs before we even ask! 

Most of us know the Lord’s/Disciple’s prayer by 
heart. And therein lies the problem: we may be reciting 
this prayer by rote, on “autopilot,” and not praying the 
words while reflecting on their significance. 

So here is the exercise to help us slow down and take 
the words to heart: Pray through the Disciple’s Prayer out 
loud if you can. As you are going, take one of the lines that 
catches your attention and think more deeply (meditate) on 
that line.

Jesus begins this model prayer with “Our Father.” 
Think about that first word: “our.” As Jesus teaches us 
to pray, He is praying with us to our Father. As we pray, 
we are joining in prayer with Him and with all others 
who pray to the Father. Our prayers to the Father are 



...Disciple’s Prayer

united together. This one word reminds us that we are 
not alone: we are the household/family of God.

Then Jesus invites us to address the One True God 
as Father! Charles Ryrie makes the observation that 
“Father” is only used of God 15 times in the Hebrew 
Scriptures but some 245 times in the Greek. In this 
prayer, Jesus invites us into the Father-Son relationship 
that He enjoys with the Father. From this point on, 
“Father” becomes one of the main images used of our 
relationship with God throughout the rest of the New 
Testament. It is a term of intimacy and connection. 

Then we get the first of six requests in this prayer: 
“Hallowed be Your Name.” This traditional translation 
does not make it clear that this is a petition. Literally this 
line might read, “let your Name be sanctified.” The idea 
here is that the name of the LORD would be recognized 
and honored by all people! Often, as I think on this line, 
I will repeat it in different ways, “let Your Name be hon-
ored…,” “let Your Name be sanctified by everyone…,” 
“let Your Name be lifted up and praised by all people.”

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the One True God reveals 
His NAME to His people: YHWH - “I am who I am,” “I 
will be who I am…” The LORD is motivated and acts 
according to the holiness of His very name. In Ezekiel 
36, the LORD makes it clear that He saves Israel for the 
sake of His Holy Name. 

Have you been to the TSF website lately?
www.tsfmemphis.org is the best place to keep in 
touch with us and find all of our available resources.   
It is also the best place to keep up to date with all the 
changes happening. 

Over the summer, we will be adding several courses 
and resources that have not be available for while.  Jill 
and I are working right now to get the Isaiah Study 
posted. You can also find a short sunday school series 
I am currently doing entitled, The Way of Jesus. In 
that series I am discussing core truths that are central 
to following Jesus faithfully and fruitfully. 

We will also post any relevant informatioin related to 
our office changes. And believe it or not, Fall classes 
are just around the corner!!!

Please check in with us there and keep in touch!

Please PRAY for us as We PRAY for You
As we have said many times, we are so thankful 
for each and every one of you who support 
the ministry of TSF in so many different ways. Your 
prayers, your attendance in live and online classes, 
your financial contributions all work together to keep 
us alive and moving forward.

We are all facing very difficult times, and the recent 
economic downturns have affected us all in many 
different ways. Would you please join us in praying 
for the Lord’s provision for us all. 
In both my personal life and ministry, I have 
experienced the Lord’s constant and gracious 
provision. We all take great comfort in His grace and 
faithfulness. We constantly rely on Him to provide for 
our needs. We trust that He will continue to provide 
and lead us so that we can be pleasing to Him in all 
things. 

As you think of us, would please pray for the 
provision of our financial needs. Currently, we are 
at only about 15% of our budget for the year. As you 
are praying for us, know that we are praying for you, 
that the Lord would supply all your needs from His 
limitless riches. We are also constantly giving thanks 
and rejoicing that our Heavenly Father allows us to 
partner together to show people the Way of Jesus 
while teaching His Truth and living His Life. 

Blessings to you all in Christ’s Powerful Name 

So, as we pray as Jesus taught us, our first concern is 
that the Father’s Name be sanctified: honored, revered,  
respected, lifted up above all other names. This is at the 
root of following Jesus faithfully. It focuses us on what 
is of first importance in reality: that the Father’s Name 
would be honored above all others! 

We will continue to explore this prayer in future let-
ters. For now, I would encourage you to try this practice 
and work through this prayer at least once a day, taking 
a moment to meditate on one of the lines. As I have 
done this, I am constantly reminded that Jesus is with 
us through the Holy Spirit. I am also reminded that we 
have intimate connection with the ONE who is actually 
in control of all things and is working all things together 
for our good. [ST] 


